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The Road Bond Transaction Fully, Truthfully et Forth. Urn

SPECIALmen t of warrants drawn by order of
the Court. -

i

QUESTION NO. 6.
Now, in this Issue, we beg to ask

you, as publio servants of the tax-
payers of this County, don't you

expended a the roads therein. The
County w. only pay its pro rata share
cost, npon - itimates approved by the
SIW3 High ay Engineer.

Q ESTION NO. 24. x

Pon't yo.i think that every Judge
and Clerk that served in the Special

1
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I L&X) LIGHTS, COMPLETE i
I with Battery and Bulb. Your
b'i choice in Nickel-Plat- e Finish, Gun m

SMetal Finish or Black Metal Finish.!
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VERY SPECIAL
supply of "Kwik-- S

Prices run fromj
Hi
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I As this is a
I SALE, and the
iLites very limited, come early!

H Dealers will not be allowed tog
m buy these "Lites." El

fi Only One of each type to a pur--

S chaser. We cannot accept Mail or h
ij Telephone Orders. j

i EVERY "LITE" GUARANTEED. I
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In the County Court of Iron County, Mo.
'

- Monday, June 7, 1920. .'

Afaong other proceedings, the fol- -'

lowing were had:
In the Matter of the Sale of )

the County Road Bonds. J ,
Now is presented to the Court cer-

tain questions propounded to it by the
Arcadia Valley Enterprise relative to
the above mentioned bond sale, to-
gether"' with a letter written by the

' Presiding Judge of this Court.addreas-e- d

to said newspaper, and published
!. therein, as follows: -

"Annapolis, Mo., May iSth, 1920.
Editor Arcadia Valley Enterprise

My attention has been called to several
articles in your paper of late in which
you ask the County Court a number oi-- f

questions relative 10 me recent saie or tne
County road bonds to Win, R. Compton

. Company of St. Louis.
Without, inquiring into your motives

for asking these questions through your
paper instead of interviewing the Court,
as our cftizens are accustomed to do, I
will say that that the Court will be in ses-
sion in the near future for the purpose of
making the current tax levies and at that
time your questions will be considered
and reply made. In the meantime, if

- you have any further questions you de-

sire to ask in this matter, please formu-
late them so that one reply may cover all
points. t ,

'The Court does not propose to enter
into a newspaper controvery with any
one, but is always ready to inform our
citizens of the actions of the Court and
the reasons therefor, and arty one may
have access tothe Court records at any
time for e.

- Referring to your suggestion that an
audit ot the books of 'the County be had,
I am sure I speak for the Court when I
say that if you have any evidence of offi-

cial misconduct on the part of any of the
County Officers and will present it to the
Court or Prosecuting Attorney, it will
not be necessary for petitions to be sign-
ed for such an audit. The Court will act

v without them if the proper reason be
shown. In this connection I "would re- -

. mind you of the fact that an audit is ex
pensive, and that the County, not the
state, must root me diii.

Yours truly,
Add Reese Presiding Judge.

And the Court, after considering the
matter, doth order that the following
reply be made:

-
. QUESTION NO. 1.

We bee to inquire of the Honorable
County Court It it is necessary for the
Highway Engineer to have attached
his estimate of money needed in or
der to draw any money from the
County Depositary?

". ANSWER. ::' ,'

The Court will be guided by the law,
which is plainly set out in Article
VIII, E. S. 1919,in withdrawing money
from the County Depositary.

QUESTION NO. 2.

Under your acceptance can von
, withdraw any of this money until you
have famished the Wm. B. Compton
Co. with the Highway Engineer's es-

timate as to the funds needed?

ANSWER.
No. And it will continue to draw

five per cent interest nntil the first
withdrawal is made. Tne contract

' with the Wm. R. Combton Co. is a
public record ill the office of the Clerk
01 tne (jouniy noun ana speaas tor
itself. i

QUESTION NO. 3. -

' Is the Wm. R. Compton Co. any bet
ter than the County Depositary t

'- ANSWER.
So far as the Court is informed there

is no basis for comparison. If you
mead to ask if one, is better, security
for $200,000 than the other we have
no hesitation in saying "yes."

' , QUESTION NO. 4.

It will aho be noted in the above
proposal that the Wm. E. Compton

. Co. may place, if they so desire, said
proceeds on deposit with the Ameri
can Trust Company, of St.Louie.with- -

out the deposit of any collaterals Is
the American Trust Company ot St
Louis an exception? It so, we can't
find it in Section 3065 as amended by

- Laws of 1915, page 249. But we do
' find that this Seotion states that the

County Court "shall select as the De-

positaries of all the Public Foods of
EVERY KIND AND DESCRIPTION go
ing into the , hands of the County
Treasurer," etc. If tbia is true, has
the County Court complied . with the
law? rAv.. :,.

ANSWER.
. Yes. When the County Depositary

was' selected there were two funds,
' numbered 1 and 2 ' respectively,

neither of which comprised County
' Boad Bond proceeds. The creation

of a new fund required, in the inter
est of the County, that the same be
deposited where security was ample,

- and safety assured, as well as that a
' good rate of interest bo obtained.
The Court believed, and still believes,
that these requirements have been
complied with. While the statement
as to the American Trust Company

. was contained in the proposal made,
nevertheless, when the funds were
deposited it was done under the
provision which required the deposit
or collateral ior tne,proteuuon 01 tne
County. ' r A ;

QUESTION NO. 5.

Under this proposal and acceptance
would we understand mat tne uoun-t- v

Treasurer can not draw a check on
this Fund on deposit with William K.
Compton Company? ' ;

ANSWER. ' '

Yes. Neither can he draw checkB
on the County funds except in pay

. . QUESTION NO. 14.
Are we to understand that the

Prosecuting Attorney of Iron County
advised the Oounty Court ot Iron
County that the proposal and accept-
ance complied with the Law regard-
ing Funds of this County?

ANSWER.
Yes, and we have every reason to

believe his advice is sound.

QUESTION NO. 15.
Are the people of Iron Oounty to

understand by placing the prooeeds
irom the sale or the f 2U0,lH)u iron
County Boad Bonds on deposit with
the Wm. B. Compton Company that
yon haven't any regard for your con-
tract made with the County De
positary for the Funds of Iron Coun
ty

ANSWER.
No, we have a profound regard for

our obligations with whomsoever
made. Our agreement with the
Bank of Arcadia Valley does not cover
thisfv.no).

QUESTION NO." 16.

Isn't it trne that the Clerk of the
Oounty Court of Iron Oounty had re-
ceived letters from different men or
bond houses, asking when the bonds
would be sold, as they wanted to bid
on same? "..

' ANSWER.
No. It Is true, however,' that he re-

ceived a number of questionnaires
from bond dealers, containing lists of
questions, relative to the issue. These
were not answered because no date
had been set for the sale.

'
QUESTION NO' 17. .

'

We beg to ask the Honorable Ooun-
ty Court if any of. these letters were
presented to them before the sale of
these bonds?

'

ANSWER.
The Court was fully informed of

what had been received.

QUESTION NO. 18.

Is it or is it not irue that the Clerk
of the Oounty Court of Iron Connty
made delivery and closed the deal!
with Wm. B. Compton for the $200- -

000 road bonds? .

..:f ANSWER. vi-V- -.

Absolutely untrue. The Court cloer
ed the deal and the Clerk delivered
the bonds to the' purchaser by direc-
tion of the Court, as the County Treae
urer was ill and nnable to attend o
the matter. -

, QUESTION NO. 19.
Under the laws ot this State wasn't

it the duty of the County Treasurer to
deliver and collect for these bonds,
and the law provides what he shall do
with this money?

"'
v ANSWER.

While the law requires that the
bonds be sold by the Treasurer in pur-
suance of an order of Court it does
not specify that he shall make person-
al delivery of same. The proceeds
were duly and legally deposited and a
proper receipt obtained.

QUESTION NO. 20.

Isn't Wm. K. Compton, president of
the Compton Oompany, asjpvell as of
the American Trust Oompany, of St.
Louis, Missouri?

": y'::- answer.,
We understand that he is. In that

connection - we will state that ' Mr.
Compton is one ot the best, most re-
liable and substantial business men of
the middle west. ' -

QUESTION NO. 21. ,

We would like to know if any of
the school moneys of this Oounty
were ever UBed for any other purpose
than that they were collected for and
then repaid when the taxes were col-
lected? .

ANSWER.
Yes, nnder Section 10858 B. S. of

Missouri. This resulted in the prompt
payment in foil of county warrants,
which bore iiterest at 6 per cent.
The school funds were reimbursed
when the funds became available and
the accrued interest ; went to the
schools. Prior to this action the cred-
itors of the county had sold their war-
rants at a discount, and said discount,
plus the interest, became profit to
certain persons' who purchased the
warrants. It has not been necessary
for the Oounty to avail itself of this
Section since 1917. y-

QUESTION NO. 22.

What is allowed the Oounty High-
way Engineer per mile for surveying
the .proposed highway?

'yW: ANSWER. . :;

The County allows; nothing, but the
Highway Engineer is nnder contract
to perform this work at the rato of
$100 per mile, payable by the State of
Missouri, in accordance with Section
8 of the McCullough-Morga- n road
law. His contract is on file with the
Division Highway Engineer at De So-

to and a copy may be obtained on ap-
plication to that officer.
v' QUESTlbN NO. 23.
When is the Oounty to get any

State or Federal aid for the building
of the roads in this County?

ANSWER. . -

These funds have been set aside by
the State Highway Department and
Its action approved by the Federal
Bureau of Publio Roads. The con-
struction will be under the supervis-
ion of the State Highway Department
and the State and Federal moneys are
not paid to the County, but will be

think that it is only just and fair that
these questions should be answered,
that the people of this County know
the truth?

V--
;, ANSWER. "

Had your questions ever been, sub
mitted to the Court they would have
been answered, as you very well
know. Instead of asking the Court,
you have avoided doing so, and have
elected to publish your questions in
your paper. It is only Dy accident
that they were ever brought to our
attention; They are answered here,
as ibose of any other citizen would be
answered.

QUESTION NO. 7.
In calling a special election to vote

on the proposed Bond Issue, isn't it
true that you asked the Judges and
Clerks at each precinct to serve free
or charge that the County might save
as much money as possible? We are
glad to know that some. have such a
great interest in saving our County
money. ,

ANSWER.
Yes. bnt the Jndcea and Clerks

were also advised that if they were
not disposed to render this gratuitons
service they would be paid the fee al-

lowed by law for such service. In ad-
dition to that the Court felt at time of
the Bale of the bonds thatit also should
save as much money as it could for
the uounty and that It would not be
properly treating those patriotic citi-
zens of Iron County who rendered
gratuitous service as Judges and
Clerks of Election to cause the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the bonds to be
deposited in the Bank of Arcadia Val-
ley at 2 3-- 4 per cent interest when
they could be deposited elsewhere at
5 per cent, as has been done. The
Court knows of no reason, legally,
equitably or economically why it
should give the Bank of Aroadia Val-
ley $4,000 of the tax-payer- e' money.

QUESTION NO. 8.
But, on the other hand, we beg to

inquire of the Honorable County
Court how much they allow the Coun
ty pierk for Deputy hire? Of course,
we can find this in the County Finan-
cial Statement, but we would, rather
you would answer, so that the tax-
payers might know, as some did not
get a copy of the statement.

ANSWER. .

We allow the County Clerk 81100
per annum for depnty hire; $600.00
for regular deputy and $500.00 for ex-
tra help as authorized by Section 1,
page 703, Laws of 1913. Considering
the nature and extent Ot the work in-

volved, competent and fair-mind-

men will agree that this amount is not
even fair compensation for the ser-
vice rendered. The financial state-
ment ot the county was published in
full and those who did not get a copy
might have done so.

' QUESTION NO. 9.
We would like to know what county

official or officials are under bond for
the money paid to this County by
Wm. B. Compton Co. tor the $200,000
road bonds sold?
V ANSWER.

The Treasurer. You hava, failed to
grasp the idea that the Wm. B. Comp-
ton Co. is a Special Depositary for
these funds nnder our agreement, and
that the Treasurer transacts business
with them on the same principle that
he does with the Connty Depositary.

' QUESTION NO. 10.
We will ask. nnder the Laws ot this

State, if the Hon. County Court can
draw a warrant on any other than the
Oounty Treasurer for the funds be-
longing to this County?

ANSWER. ,

No, and the Court does not propose
to do so. ,

'
QUESTION.NO. 11.

Isn't it true that when you advertis-
ed for bids on the County monies that
you advertised it nnder a law that
had been repealed for several years?

ANSWER. ; - '-

NO. , . 'i:VV:'
QUESTION NO. I2.:i';? f

In the proposal of Wm. B. Compton
Company and yonr acceptance of the
sale of the 9200,000 Iron Oounty Boad
Bonds, it states that the proceeds are
to b.e withdrawn by you only as actual-
ly needed and withdrawals are to be
made by yon by drafts on Wm. B.
Compton Company signed by the
Presiding Judge and Clerk of the
County Court, accompanied by Coun-
ty Highway Engineer's estimate as to
the funds needed.-- . Are the Presiding
Judge and Clerk of the Court of Iron
County nnder bond for this money? .

"

ANSWER. .

No. Again yon fail to understand
that withdrawals are to be made oy
the Treasurer, acting under the orders
of the Court, in the same manner as
other funds are withdrawn.

QUESTION NO. 13. .

Have you any right to draw a war-
rant oh any other than the County
Treasurer for the money belonging to
Iron County?

ANSWER.
No, and this Court does not propose

to assume any such right. .

Election, bonding this County for
820(1,000 should be paid, in view of
whtt his been done?

'
i ANSWER., X'

No. The men who served gratis
did bo from a sense of duty and a de-
sire to serve their County. The Court
does not care to offer them a gratui-
tous insult, bnt does believe they are
to be commended by all good citizens.
If you will refer to Question 7 you
will find that those who were unwill-
ing to serve gratis had only to file
claim for pay, as any other creditor.

QUESTION NO. 25.

Wasn't it trne that bonds of this
kind were selling around par and at
a premium about the time onr bonds
were sold? .

A,', ''"7 ANSWER..
No, not five per cent, road bonds

coupled with a contract, such as we
have, for 5 per cent interest on the
proceeds of the sale. We would have
secured par from the Compton people
by accepting a lower rate of interest
on the money, but that would have
been of no advantage to the Connty.

QUESTION NO. 26. S
Isn't it true one or more of our

citizens had told one of the members
of the County Court that they want-
ed to bid on these bonds when same
were to be sold?

; ANSWER.
No member of th e Court has any

recollection of such a conversation.
A review of the questions submitted

discloses a Btrange, if disinterested;
solicitude for the welfare ot the Ooun-
ty Depositary, as well as a desire on
your part to show that the Court has
acted from unworthy motives and in
violation of the law.

While we cannot hope to escape all
adverse criticism for our acts we de-
sire to deserve as little as possible and
believe that most citizens w.ill ap-
prove our course when shown the
following facts:

1. The actual sale of the Boad
Bonds had not been decided upon
prior to the meeting of the Court on
December 31st, 1919, hence there had
been .no advertisement of the same,
Neither does the law require it.

2.. The Court was informed as to
the current prices being offered for
like securities and of the downward
trend of the bond market. In fact,
there was published on that day an
account of the sale of Boad Bonds in
an adjoining Oounty, so that when the
proposition was submitted by the
William B. Compton Company the
Court saw at once that the price
offered X98) was particularly good,
especially when taken in connection
with the proffer of 5 per cent interest
on the funds, and in view of the situa-
tion the Court believed that the
offer made was one that should be
accepted and thereupon closed the
deal. The whole transaction was
conducted in open Court. It has
developed that no such price could
bs had at any time eime. Several
Counties have been nnable to obtain
even the minimum price of 95 pre
scribed by law and have therefore not
been able to sen their bonds at all
Everybody appears to be well satis
fied with the Bond sale with the ex
ception of the .Enterprise and the
Bank of Arcadia Valley.

3. The Court has not discriminated
against the County Depositary in any
particular. The Bank of Arcadia
Valley was selected and designated a
Depositary for County Funds No.
and 2 and has no contract with the
County covering the Boad Bond
Fund.

4. You Beem to think the Treasurer
should have deposited this Fund with
the Oounty Depositary, but if this
had been done the tax-paye- rs of the
County wonld have lost and perhaps
that Bank would have gained the neat
sum of $1410,00 in a single year. This
is shown by a simple calculation as
follows:
5 per cent on $196,000 amounts to $9,800
2)i " ' on $196,000 5,390

Loss to the County ......$4,410

or more than the amount of so called
"discount" when the bonds were sold.
It is not believed that our citizens
would approve such a donation of
their funds even if the Court had the
power to order it and acting upon
that belief the Court has recently re
fused a demand made by that Bank
to have said funds transferred to it.

5. We understand it to be the duty
of the Court to guard the interest of
the Oounty as far as possible and at
the same time comply with the law
This we have endeavored to do, in
the matter of the Boad Bond money
as in all other affairs. The action
which you attempt to criticize was
and is to the financial advantage of
the tax payers of Iron County and we
have no apologies to oner.

As you have already been notified
by Judge Reese this Court does not
propose to engage in a newspaper
controversy, therefore, if you have
any further questions to ask please
present them in person to the Oourt
when it is in session.

ADD REESE,
WM: SUTTON,
S. A. TRASK,

Judges of the County Court.

For Sale Ford Touring Car in good
condition,eqnipped with demountable
rims. , A. 1. bCHAEFEB, iron ton

jlj
1. L.

Goodwater Items.

Farmers have been very busy, and
crops are looking fine. -

Herbert Scott visited relatives at
Boss last Sunday.

Mr. Wm. Carl, who has been in
bad health, is much improved.

E. B. Carl went to Poplar Bluff and
St. Louis last week to get some re-

pairs for his engine, but the price was
so high, he did not buy.

Mrs. Saphrona Crocker and daugh-
ter, of St. Louis, are visiting relatives
here.

Mr. J. M. Lucas bought a new Ford
car, also Mrs. Jennings.

The new M. W. of A. Camp at Doyle
is starting in good. Your correspond-
ent attended lodge there Wednesday
night.

We certainly enjoyed the editor's
letter in last week's paper. Its to be
hoped that he maysyet round out
several more years.' L. W. S.

Neal's Creek Items.

We still have wet weather.
The farmers have finished planting

corn. The meadows do not look very
promising.

Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Clements and
family spent Sunday with Mr. and
Mrs. Med Brooks at Doyle.

J. B. Parks and family visited A. J.
Stricklin's Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. 8. P. Stricklin visited
at the home of , their daughter, MrB.
W. A. White, Sunday.

Miss Bebecca Stricklin spent Sun-
day with Miss Lola Jones.

Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Jones visited
on Neal's Creek Saturday. '

Miss Mae Crocker of Doyle spent
Saturday night and Sunday with home
folk "

Born To Mr. and Mrs. A. Barton,
May 12th, a boy; also to Mr. and Mrs.
W. T. Parks, May 24th, a son.

Dew Drop.

Weather Keport.

Meteorological Report of Coopera-
tive Observer at Ironton,Iron County,
Mo., for the week ending Monday,
May 31, 1920: .

Tamp'tnre
a
5Days of Week.
?
5"
a

Tuesday. 61
Wednesday.,. 54
Thursday. 58
Friday 60
Saturday , :. . 58 .24
Sunday I 61 .15
Monday 60

Note. The precipitation includes
rain, hail, sleet and melted snow, and
is recorded in incnes and hundredths.
Ten inches of snow equal one inch of
rain. "T" indicates trace of precipita
tion, abcacia uollege UDserver.

Mathews.

(Hlcksville, Ohio, Tribune.)
Comparatively few people today

reach their allotted time of three
score years and ten. Had Mrs. Har-riet- te

E. Mathews lived 18 days more
she would have been 82 years old.
She was born in Washington County,
Missouri, and died at the home of her
daughter, Mrs. F. D. Belknap. She
was one of a family of eight children,
having five brothers and two sisters
all of whom preceded her in death.
She was united in marriage Oct. 22,
1837 to Dr. H. E. Mathews who died
Dec. 24, 1875. She was the mother of
eight children, three of whom preced-
ed her in death. She had the re-
sponsibility of raising and caring for
the children. She leaves four sons
and one daughter, E. E. Mathews of
St. Louis, W. L. Mathews of Bunker,
Missouri, II. D. Mathews of Poplar
Bluff, Missouri, C. O. Mathews of
Bismarck, Missouri, and Mrs. F. D.
Belknap of Hicksville. One remark-
able thing about her sons is noted In
the fact that none of them have ever
married. Sheunited with the Presby-
terian church early in life and re-
mained a faithful member until death.
Funeral services were held at the
home of her daughter by Bev. A. R.
Hendrickson, assisted bv Bev. J. W.
Lilly, and interment made iu Foreet
Home cemetery.

MR. HOTSGN COMES TO THE FRONT

Tells Hi Friends and Neighbors of His
Experience.

Every Ironton resident should read
What Mr. Hotson says, and follow his
example. He has used Doan's Kid-
ney Pills and speaks from experience.
Is there any need to experiment with
imitations or untried kidney medi-
cines? ..'!'':,B. Hotson, Bussell St., Ironton,
sayB: "1 suffered severely from kid
ney trouble four years ago. When
the kidney secretions were passing,
they pained terribly and I had aches
through my Bides, hips and over mv
kidneys. I used Doan's Kidney Pills
and they , relieved the aches and
pains." ,.

Nearly five years later Mr. Hotson
added: "Doan's Kidney Pills always
help me when my kidnes get out ot
order and they are the best kidney
medicine I have ever taken. I am

Price, 60c at all dealers. Don't sim-
ply ask for a kidney remedy get
Doan's Kidney Pills the same that
Mr. Hotson had. Foster-Milbu- rn

Co., Mfgrs., Buffalo, N. Y. Adv.

FOR SALE.

One 1920 Ford Touring Car; Electric
Lights and Starter. Oood condition.

One 1918 Ford Touring Car, good
mechanical condition; new tireB.

Linus B, White, Box 302,
Ironton, Mo.


